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year, during which time hostilities had been going on much as usual.   The Bishop of Utrecht, whose unfortunate proximity to the restless and war-loving Charles made him the easiest point of attack, has to be helped with an armed force, while he, poor man, has to raise five hundred horsemen and fifteen hundred foot-soldiers to repair the fortifications of the frontier and to guard the approaches of the Rhine, so that the passage may be kept open.   It is very doubtful how far the Duke of Guelders took this marriage scheme seriously, for he stoutly refused to humiliate himself so far as even to pay homage to Maximilian. Certainly the idea of rewarding the rebel prince with a bride of the House of Hapsburg almost became an international scandal.   Even Frederick of Eg-mond, father of Maximilian's general, Florent  of Egmond, and head of the family, wrote that he could not have a treaty of that sort made with his kinsman, and absolutely refused his consent.   If the Regent persisted in such intentions, would she release him from his oath of allegiance and suffer him to save his own honour and estates ?   Then Ferdinand, King of Aragon, expresses his indignation, and adds that in all that concerns the children of his daughter Juana, he has the first right to be consulted.   Lastly Henry Vin  is very   much  annoyed   and   expresses   his strong objections, for the young Isabelle is a niece of his wife Katharine of Aragon.   Most diplomatic apologies and many explanations have to be offered before there is calm once more on the troubled waters. Meantime Charles of Guelders continues his con-                                             feff                                              m
